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News 
Division’s redesigned e-newsletter coming in June 

Renamed Saving Delaware History, the revamped publication will reach e-mail boxes on June 1, 2021. 
Read more … 
 

 
 
Division to sponsor 6 virtual programs in May 2021 
The archaeology series “History Unearthed,” “Trivia Night” and “The Wreck of the DeBraak” will be explored. 
Read more … 
 
“A Mere Mock Freedom: Free and Enslaved Black Life in Delaware 1790–1840” 
Video explores anti-slavery activity in Delaware in the late-18th century and the subsequent passage of repressive 
legislation targeting free Blacks in the 19th century. 
Read more … 
 
Division museums open with tours by appointment 
Tours allow visitors to experience the history of the First State while continuing to take all recommended steps to 
safeguard public health. 
Read more … 
 
Go here for more news items … 

 
  

https://history.delaware.gov/2021/04/20/hca-redesigned-e-newsletter-coming/
https://history.delaware.gov/2021/04/19/hca-6-programs-may-2021/
https://history.delaware.gov/2021/04/23/a-mere-mock-freedom/
https://history.delaware.gov/p1-reopening-info/
http://history.blogs.delaware.gov/


 

Help Save Delaware History 

Unsolved Histories: Researching Old Properties in Delaware 
Free online workshop on Tuesday, April 27, 2021. 
Read more … 
 
Upgrades finished at George Read House 
Delaware Public Media, Dover, Del. — April 23, 2021 
Mechanical work completed at National Historic Landmark in New Castle. 
Read more … 
 
Articles on potential demolition of Wilmington’s Brown House 
National-Register-listed property was built circa 1820. 
 

Wilmington's historic Brown House gets a reprieve 
Delaware Public Media, Dover, Del. — April 23, 2021 
 
Battlelines drawn in fight over preserving Wilmington’s historic Brown House 
Delaware Public Media, Dover, Del. — March 26, 2021 
 
The history of Wilmington's Brown House 
Delaware Public Media, Dover, Del. — March 26, 2021 

 
“Partners in Preservation: Planning for the Future — Delaware’s Historic Preservation Plan, 2018–2022” 
Document outlines six broad goals for preserving Delaware’s heritage for the future. 
Read more … 

 
Media Roundup 

The following Delaware history-related articles have recently appeared in the media: 
 
Zwaanendael Museum history programs to start May 6 
Cape Gazette, Lewes, Del. — April 24, 2021 
Five programs to be featured including the “History Unearthed” archaeology series. 
 
Articles on burial ground identified at John Dickinson Plantation 
Site likely to hold the remains of enslaved African Americans. 
 

Slave burial ground discovery at Dickinson Plantation comes with 'heavy responsibility' 
News Journal, Wilmington, Del. — April 1, 2021 
 
Burial ground identified at John Dickinson Plantation in Dover 
Delaware Public Media, Dover, Del. — March 28, 2021 

 
Events 

Tuesday, April 27 
King’s Day — Facebook activities from the Zwaanendael Museum 
 
Saturday, April 30 
Across the Atlantic to Appalachia — Virtual program from the Johnson Victrola Museum 
 

Tuesday, May 4 
Trivia Night — Virtual program from the John Dickinson Plantation 
 
  

https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.eventbrite.com%2Fe%2Funsolved-histories-researching-old-properties-in-delaware-tickets-150380531217&data=04%7C01%7CJim.Yurasek%40delaware.gov%7C9fdf8695f266465a4fe808d908c2c942%7C8c09e56951c54deeabb28b99c32a4396%7C0%7C0%7C637550454952935636%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000&sdata=TADv3jYeGaN0bd4DJzSJ4nYzwQh1gYDD9qkyKw00rQA%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.delawarepublic.org%2Fpost%2Fenlighten-me-upgrades-finished-george-read-house&data=04%7C01%7CJim.Yurasek%40delaware.gov%7C9fdf8695f266465a4fe808d908c2c942%7C8c09e56951c54deeabb28b99c32a4396%7C0%7C0%7C637550454952935636%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000&sdata=TvQ6xe9N%2F8ARR2ctievc54pbLmv0Ok5oDOv7oSP6lu8%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.delawarepublic.org%2Fpost%2Fwilmingtons-historic-brown-house-gets-reprieve&data=04%7C01%7CJim.Yurasek%40delaware.gov%7C9fdf8695f266465a4fe808d908c2c942%7C8c09e56951c54deeabb28b99c32a4396%7C0%7C0%7C637550454952945589%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000&sdata=Q%2Fk0I2045Q4tnuAiVdFM6GwzXuSTq1Anv%2F4QU1ctl20%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.delawarepublic.org%2Fpost%2Fbattlelines-drawn-fight-over-preserving-wilmington-s-historic-brown-house&data=04%7C01%7CJim.Yurasek%40delaware.gov%7C9fdf8695f266465a4fe808d908c2c942%7C8c09e56951c54deeabb28b99c32a4396%7C0%7C0%7C637550454952945589%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000&sdata=I1emV0AUgAIhmmsfKWubvu2PoIR99sfXslpnZIR%2Bv%2BM%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.delawarepublic.org%2Fpost%2Fhistory-wilmingtons-brown-house&data=04%7C01%7CJim.Yurasek%40delaware.gov%7C9fdf8695f266465a4fe808d908c2c942%7C8c09e56951c54deeabb28b99c32a4396%7C0%7C0%7C637550454952955547%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000&sdata=IxU6F%2BA8VIvYV%2BcEy52SAC4aft%2F0C62Xuw8tyT5Z0LM%3D&reserved=0
https://history.delaware.gov/wp-content/uploads/sites/179/2019/02/2018-2022DelawareSHPOPlanSP.pdf
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.capegazette.com%2Farticle%2Fzwaanendael-museum-history-programs-start-may-6%2F218504&data=04%7C01%7CJim.Yurasek%40delaware.gov%7C9fdf8695f266465a4fe808d908c2c942%7C8c09e56951c54deeabb28b99c32a4396%7C0%7C0%7C637550454952955547%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000&sdata=8dJAOb1l%2BOP%2BvV4b8VaoaBauB6OiO7ezM7aoja1goek%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.delawareonline.com%2Fstory%2Fnews%2F2021%2F04%2F01%2Fburial-ground-discovery-dickinson-plantation-comes-heavy-responsibility%2F7044623002%2F&data=04%7C01%7CJim.Yurasek%40delaware.gov%7C9fdf8695f266465a4fe808d908c2c942%7C8c09e56951c54deeabb28b99c32a4396%7C0%7C0%7C637550454952965502%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000&sdata=UTlv%2F3a9pjQelLokxN32nr9KHjEumjfo1MsHBIjtD8U%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.delawarepublic.org%2Fpost%2Fburial-ground-identified-john-dickinson-plantation-dover&data=04%7C01%7CJim.Yurasek%40delaware.gov%7C9fdf8695f266465a4fe808d908c2c942%7C8c09e56951c54deeabb28b99c32a4396%7C0%7C0%7C637550454952965502%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000&sdata=%2FKrAMcNfZ43vEw9hXeWBkW0hDI0GVlBspnMqB3PTjJo%3D&reserved=0
https://history.delaware.gov/2021/03/17/division-programs-april-2021/
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fus02web.zoom.us%2Fwebinar%2Fregister%2FWN_37En3Nz2RmCNjwDFDAzuCQ&data=04%7C01%7CJim.Yurasek%40delaware.gov%7C9fdf8695f266465a4fe808d908c2c942%7C8c09e56951c54deeabb28b99c32a4396%7C0%7C0%7C637550454952975458%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000&sdata=kxVYrlCcsS2DQkQW0Nlp2CU6JMIPku5APCX%2F7q7zlTQ%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.eventbrite.com%2Fe%2Ftrivia-night-tickets-133987067927%3Faff%3Derelpanelorg&data=04%7C01%7CJim.Yurasek%40delaware.gov%7C9fdf8695f266465a4fe808d908c2c942%7C8c09e56951c54deeabb28b99c32a4396%7C0%7C0%7C637550454952975458%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000&sdata=IGP%2FQmpv0le0wOtJPLRCIz7wHMAepWVe%2BqkghiXUJEg%3D&reserved=0


 

Thursday, May 6 
The Wreck of the DeBraak — Virtual program from the Zwaanendael Museum 
 
Saturday, May 8 
Archaeology of One Black Family in Early Delaware — Virtual program from Hale-Byrnes House 
 
Sunday, May 9 
Writings of Warner Mifflin: Forgotten Quaker Abolitionist — Virtual program from Hale-Byrnes House 
 
Saturday, May 15 
Running of the Mill — Abbott’s Mill Nature Center 
 
Tuesday, May 25 
The Wreck of the DeBraak — Virtual program from the Zwaanendael Museum 
 
Wednesday, May 26 
Diving Into History: A Look at Maritime Archaeology — Virtual program from the Zwaanendael Museum 
 
Thursday, May 27 
Putting the Pieces Together — Virtual program from the Zwaanendael Museum 
 
Architecture or Artifact — Virtual program from the Zwaanendael Museum 
 
For a long-term calendar of division-sponsored events, go here. 

 
Exhibits and Displays 

The five museums of the State of Delaware are currently presenting the following exhibits and displays. In keeping 
with Gov. Carney’s guidance for reopening the state in wake of the coronavirus pandemic, the museums are open for 
self-guided tours via reservation only.  
  
Ongoing 
Delaware Railroads: Elegant Travel and Timely Transport – Zwaanendael Museum 
  
Drawing America to Victory: The Persuasive Power of the Arts in World War I – Online  
  
Five Stories – John Dickinson Plantation 
  
Letters From a Farmer in Pennsylvania – Online 
  
New Castle: Three Forts, One Community – New Castle Court House Museum 
  
The Old State House: A True Restoration 1976-2016 – The Old State House 
  
The Path to Freedom: A History of the Underground Railroad in Delaware – New Castle Court House Museum 

  
Sculpture by Charles Parks – New Castle Court House Museum 

  
A Seaborne Citizenry: The DeBraak and Its Atlantic World – Zwaanendael Museum 
  
Simple Machines – John Dickinson Plantation 
  
For additional opportunities to explore Delaware history online, go to the Delaware Digital History Museum. 
  

https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fus02web.zoom.us%2Fwebinar%2Fregister%2FWN_fcqgSwZGS-SIwS8swJOgDw&data=04%7C01%7CJim.Yurasek%40delaware.gov%7C9fdf8695f266465a4fe808d908c2c942%7C8c09e56951c54deeabb28b99c32a4396%7C0%7C0%7C637550454952975458%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000&sdata=%2FzoCWS0aF1dH05jq67pPiTpEtVSTaXnRvN9n8PHSbpM%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.halebyrnes.org%2Fcalendar.html&data=04%7C01%7CJim.Yurasek%40delaware.gov%7C9fdf8695f266465a4fe808d908c2c942%7C8c09e56951c54deeabb28b99c32a4396%7C0%7C0%7C637550454952985415%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000&sdata=UCK1aJtNQe1cA6givvRYsbLpOmAf1L3HoPf17K7I3tc%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.halebyrnes.org%2Fcalendar.html&data=04%7C01%7CJim.Yurasek%40delaware.gov%7C9fdf8695f266465a4fe808d908c2c942%7C8c09e56951c54deeabb28b99c32a4396%7C0%7C0%7C637550454952985415%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000&sdata=UCK1aJtNQe1cA6givvRYsbLpOmAf1L3HoPf17K7I3tc%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.delawarenaturesociety.org%2Fvisit%2Fnature-centers-preserves%2Fabbotts-historic-working-mill%2F&data=04%7C01%7CJim.Yurasek%40delaware.gov%7C9fdf8695f266465a4fe808d908c2c942%7C8c09e56951c54deeabb28b99c32a4396%7C0%7C0%7C637550454952995372%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000&sdata=ghSs07xPQWhPTxVy2aqWJ3m3TPhDwDF8XAkvWv1Dp7M%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fus02web.zoom.us%2Fwebinar%2Fregister%2FWN_i-zSCIW9RaS0daapm5Apnw&data=04%7C01%7CJim.Yurasek%40delaware.gov%7C9fdf8695f266465a4fe808d908c2c942%7C8c09e56951c54deeabb28b99c32a4396%7C0%7C0%7C637550454952995372%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000&sdata=dJATo9MSTgEZU8XzpTXMKdjc0GGMry1k%2BSF%2B7EHxRJE%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fus02web.zoom.us%2Fwebinar%2Fregister%2FWN_LWH8CmLTS2S3kElLQ8SfRw&data=04%7C01%7CJim.Yurasek%40delaware.gov%7C9fdf8695f266465a4fe808d908c2c942%7C8c09e56951c54deeabb28b99c32a4396%7C0%7C0%7C637550454953005326%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000&sdata=OanBF%2BXX23ChgfFAwQtDwU%2BvvqDvfMJmbI9zr0NHRBY%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fus02web.zoom.us%2Fwebinar%2Fregister%2FWN_GrhlfSg8S6u3WULkzYk_dw&data=04%7C01%7CJim.Yurasek%40delaware.gov%7C9fdf8695f266465a4fe808d908c2c942%7C8c09e56951c54deeabb28b99c32a4396%7C0%7C0%7C637550454953005326%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000&sdata=qe%2BWf0G7lujCTIwIwElBeWkP4iBV3ChVjXDCx%2Fo09dc%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fus02web.zoom.us%2Fwebinar%2Fregister%2FWN_HMj_ZcquRYCHwdrdU8w_yQ&data=04%7C01%7CJim.Yurasek%40delaware.gov%7C9fdf8695f266465a4fe808d908c2c942%7C8c09e56951c54deeabb28b99c32a4396%7C0%7C0%7C637550454953005326%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000&sdata=KURLwEpqWfcwQIOpw3Dd4BdBAtNOGJxUhbtNJVUwlVc%3D&reserved=0
https://history.delaware.gov/calendar/
https://business.delaware.gov/coronavirus/delawares-recovery-phase-2-guidance/
https://history.delaware.gov/p1-reopening-info/
https://history.blogs.delaware.gov/2018/06/19/delaware-railroads-elegant-travel-and-timely-transport-exhibit-to-open-at-the-zwaanendael-museum-on-july-7-2018/
https://history.delaware.gov/introduction/
http://history.blogs.delaware.gov/2017/04/26/five-stories-explores-the-lives-of-people-who-lived-and-worked-at-the-john-dickinson-plantation/
https://history.delaware.gov/jdp_main/dickinsonletters/pennsylvania-farmer-letters/
https://history.delaware.gov/2017/08/22/new-castle-three-forts-one-community-exhibit-to-open-at-the-new-castle-court-house-museum-on-sept-9-2017/
https://history.blogs.delaware.gov/2018/11/27/the-old-state-house-a-true-restoration-1976-2016-display-now-on-view/
https://history.blogs.delaware.gov/2018/11/20/the-path-to-freedom-a-history-of-the-underground-railroad-in-delaware-display-at-the-new-castle-court-house-museum/
https://history.blogs.delaware.gov/2018/11/27/display-of-sculpture-by-charles-parks-at-the-new-castle-court-house-museum/
http://history.blogs.delaware.gov/2014/09/10/a-seaborne-citizenry-the-debraak-and-its-atlantic-world-exhibit-at-the-zwaanendael-museum-2/
http://history.blogs.delaware.gov/2014/09/11/simple-machines-exhibit-at-the-john-dickinson-plantation/
https://history.delaware.gov/delaware-digital-history-museum/


 

 

 

 
 

Historical and Cultural Affairs 
The historic-preservation and museums newsletter of the Delaware Division of Historical and Cultural Affairs. 
 
Historical and Cultural Affairs is designed to stimulate public interest in the division's museums, programs and 
services, and to increase awareness of the value that history and historic preservation bring to the lives of Delaware's 
citizens and visitors. The newsletter is distributed during the last week of each month, via e-mail, to division staff 
members, Delaware's historical- and preservation-related communities and friends. Please submit relevant articles, 
news items and suggestions to Jim Yurasek, newsletter editor, at jim.yurasek@delaware.gov. 
 

Non-Discrimination Statement and Acknowledgement of Support  
 
If you would like to be added to, or removed from, the e-newsletter mailing list, please e-mail the editor.  
 
Delaware Division of Historical and Cultural Affairs 
21 The Green 
Dover, DE 19901 
Telephone: 302-736-7400 
Fax: (302) 739-5660 
Web: http://history.delaware.gov  
 
 

mailto:jim.yurasek@delaware.gov
https://history.delaware.gov/non-discrimination-statement/
http://history.delaware.gov/
https://history.blogs.delaware.gov/2017/07/20/divisions-museums-awarded-national-accreditation/

